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St.Mary’sCo-EdSchool,Harda(M.P.)

Subject-SocialScienceClass-VIII

Civics-lesson-3&4

Lesson-3-ParliamentaryGovernment

A.Multiplechoicequestions-

Answers

1.C.Parliament 2.PrimeMinister

3.StateofCouncil 4.Thequestionhour 5.Impeachment

B.Matchthefollowing:

1.B.Primeminister

2.C.552

3.Bill

4.250

5.Adjournmentmotion

C.Shortanswers

1.AParliamentaryform ofGovernmentwasfoundsuitabletakingintoconsiderationthecountry'shistorical

background,economicset-upanddiversesociety.Themakersofourconstitutionwereimpressedbythe

Britishparliamentarysystem asitisresponsibleandaccountabletothepeopleandthereisnochanceofa

dictatoremerging.

2.ThethreecategoriesofministerstoassistthePrimeMinisterare:

A.cabinetministerswhoform thecoreoftheexecutiveandareinchargeofveryimportantMinistries.

B.MinistersofstatecanbeundertheCabinetMinisterorhaveanindependentcharge.

C.Deputyministersassistthecabinetofministersofstateintheirfunctioning.

3.Thethreeorgansofthestatehaveadifferentroletoplayandareinterdependent.Theydonothavean

absoluteauthority.Theyarethelegislaturewhichframesthelawsoftheexecutivewhichexecutesor

implementsthelawandtheJudiciarywhichresolvesdisputesandmaintainsorder.

4.Thepresidentistheheadofstatewithceremonialpowersandfunctionsontheadviceofprimeminister

andCouncilofMinisters.TheprimeministerontheotherhandistheheadofGovernmentandhasthepower

toappointministerstohelphim runthecountryandimplementdecisions.ThoughthePrimeMinisteris

accountable,heorsheismorepowerfulthanthepresidentinthecontextofdecision-making.

5.TwowaystheParliamentexercisescontrolovertheexecutive:

No-confidencemotion-iftheoppositionmovesamotionthattheLokSabhahasnoconfidenceintheCouncil

ofMinistersandifthemajorityofthemembersvoteforthemotion,thenthePrimeMinisterandhisministers

havetostep-down.

Callingattentionnoticesandadjournmentmotionswhereinimportantorurgentpublicissuescanbetakenup

onaprioritybasis.
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D.Longanswers:

1.WhenaBillitisintroducedinParliamentitgoesthroughsomestepsbeforeitcanbecomealaw.Itisfirst

discussedbymembersandmodifiedifrequired.Avoteistaken.Ifthemajorityisforit,thebillispassedtothe

RajyaSabha(ifitisintroducedintheLokSabha)wherethememberscansuggestmorechanges.Itthen

comesbacktotheLokSabhaforincorporationofchanges.Thebillinitsfinalform issenttothepresidentfor

hisapprovalandonlyifhesignsitwillbebecomealaw.

2.Thepresidenthasafive-yearterm,butcanberemovedbeforeviolatingtheConstitutionbyaprocedure

knownasimpeachment.EithertheRajyaSabhaortheLokSabhacanframeachargeandatleastonefourth

ofthemembershavetosignit.Thisisthensenttothepresidentandafter14daysitistakenupfor

deliberation.Afteritispassedbytwo-thirdsofthemembersitissenttotheotherhouse.Thepresidenthas

therighttodefendhimselfduringthistime.Iftheotherhousealsopassesthesamebytwo-thirdsthe

presidentisstandsimpeached.

3.FunctionsofTheUpperhouseorRajyaSabhaconsistsofmembersrepresentingthestatesofIndiaandis

alsoknownastheCouncilofstates.Whenalawisbeingmade,theiropinionisalsosought.Lowerhouseof

LokSabhaconsistsofmemberselectedbythepeople.Theregularfunctioningofthecountryisdiscussed

here.Therulingpartycanbecalledupontogiveanswersfortheiractions.Theycanalsopassno-confidence

motiontodissolvetheLokSabha.

Themembersofbothhousesalsoform apartoftheelectoralcollegeandcanalsoimpeachthepresidentor

judgesofsupremecourtorHighCourt.

4.IntheParliamentaryform ofGovernmentmembersareelectedbythepeopledirectlyorindirectly.The

PrimeMinisteristheheadofGovernmentandhealongwiththeCouncilofMinistersisresponsiblefortheday

-to-dayfunctioningofthecountry.However,alltheelectedmembers,weatherfrom therulingpartyorthe

opposition,areaccountabletothepeopleandiftheyfailedtokeeptheirpromisesthepeoplehavethepower

nottovoteforthem inthenextelections.NolawcanbemadewithoutapprovaloftheParliament.Withso

manypeopleresponsibleforrunningthecountry,itisverydifficultforadictatorshiptoemerge.

5.UpperhouseorRajyaSabhaconsistsofmembersrepresentingthestatesofIndiaandisalsoknownasthe

Councilofstates.Themembersarenotelectedbythepeopledirectlybutbythemembersofthestate

legislativeassembliesassemblies.Ofthe250memberswhoarepartoftheRajyaSabha238membersare

from thestatesandunionterritories.Thepresidentnominates12memberswhohavedistinguished

themselvesinvariousfieldsofArts,Scienceliterature,sportsandsocialservice.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Lesson-4-TheExecutive

A.Fillintheblanks:

Answers

1.Governor 2.Governor 3.PrimeMinister

4.CabinetMinisters,MinistersofstateandDeputyMinisters.

5.AndhraPradesh
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B.Matchthefollowing:

1.F.JawarlalNehru

2.C.President

3.Governor

4.E.PrimeMinister

5.A.ExofficerchairmanofRajyaSabha

6.B.RajenraPrasad

C.Shortanswers:

1.Thepresidentistheexecutiveheadofstateandalladministrativedecisionsandimportantairport

appointmentsaretakeninhisname.Hecangrantapresidentialpardon,reduceforchangeadeathsentence

tolifeimprisonmentifappealedto.

ThePrimeMinisterisresponsibleforalldecisionstakenbyhisgovernmenttorunthecountryheisalsothe

spokespersonofthegovernmentwithinandoutsidethecountryandistheleaderofthecountry.

2.ApersonwhomaybeappointedasthePresidentshould:

BeacitizenofIndia

Beatleast35yearsofageorabove

HavequalifiedforelectionasamemberoftheLokSabhanotbeholdinganyofficeofprofitunderthecentral

orStateGovernment.Ifso,itshouldberelinquishedbeforeseekingelection.

3.ThePresidentofIndiacanberemovedfrom officethroughtheprocedureofimpeachment.Achargeis

framedbyeitherHouseofParliamentandatleastonefourthofthemembershavetosignit.Afteritispassed

bytwo-thirdsofthemembersitissenttotheotherhouse.Thepresidenthastherighttodefendhimself

duringthistime.Iftheotherhousealsopassesthesamebytwo-thirdsofthepresidentstandsimpeached.

4.Anationalemergencyisdeclaredwhenthepresidentfeelsthatthenationisatriskfrom externalorinternal

sources.Duringanemergencythecentrecantakedecisionsonthestatelistandsomefundamentalrights

maybesuspendedorcurtailed.TheParliamenthastoapprovetheemergencywithinamonthofimpositionof

emergency.

5.President'srulecanbeimposedinastate,underarticle356,iftheadministrativemachineryofaparticular

statebreaksdown.Astateemergencycancontinueforthreeyearsorevenmore.Duringthistimethe

GovernorrunstheadministrationofthestateastheAgentofthepresidentandtheuniongovernmentpasses

thebudgetoftheaffectedstate.

D.Longanswers:

1.Theexecutivehasthepresidentasitsheadofstate.Heisthenominalheadofstate.Thevicepresidentis

appointedbythetwohousesofParliament.ThequalificationsandfunctionsaresameasthePresidentbuthe

orsheperformsthem onlyintheabsenceofpresident.ThePrimeMinisterisappointedbythepresidentand

hasaCouncilofMinisters,cabinetministers,ministersofstateanddeputyministers-toassisthim orherin

runningofthecountry.Oncethelawsarepasseditisthedutyofcivilservicespersonneltoenforceand

implementthepoliciesofthegovernment.

2.AfterthegeneralelectionstheelectedcandidatesknownasmembersofparliamentbecomepartoftheLok

Sabha.Thepartywhichsecuresthemajority(ormorethanhalfoftheseats)istherulingparty.Incaseofno

partyhavingaclearmajority,twoormorepartiescancometogethertoform acoalitiongovernment.Aleader

isthenselectedfrom therulingpartyorthecollisionpartyandisinvitedtoform thegovernment.Thisperson
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isappointedasaprimeministerofthenation.

3.Thevice-PresidentisappointedbythetwohousesofParliament.Thequalificationsandfunctionsaresame

asthePresidentbutheperformsthem onlyintheabsenceofPresident.Thisincludeexecutive,legislative,

judicialandfinancialfunctions.Healsocanimposeanemergency,ifneeded,inabsenceofthePresident.The

vicepresidentalsoservesasex-officialchairpersonoftheRajyaSabhaandpresidesoverthemeetingsheld

intheRajyaSabha.

4.TheCivilservantsaretheadministrativeorpermanentexecutive.Onceabillispassedbybothhousesof

Parliamentandsignedbythepresident,itbecomesalaw.Itisthedutyofcivilservantstoenforceand

implementtheselaws.Thesepersonneldonotbelongtoanypoliticalpartyandareselectedonthebasisof

theirmerritandqualification.Theofficersholdkeypositionsintheirrespectivespheresandcontinueto

remaintheretilltheirretirement.TheUnionPublicServiceCommission(UPSC)selectsthem atthecentreand

thestatepublicservicecommissionselectthem atthestatelevel.


